
FALL 2023 WELCOME 
RECOGNIZING USF FULBRIGHT & VISITING SCHOLARS 

Friday, August 25, 2023 
4:30-7:30 PM 
Patel Center for Global Solutions

Here, There, Everywhere 
All At once

Sponsored By USF World and 
Judy Genshaft Honors College

Thank You Sponsors

Mid-Florida Chapter of 
the Fulbright Association



4:30 - 5:30 PM
WELCOME RECEPTION

5:30 - 6:30 PM
OPENING REMARKS
•	 Kiki Caruson, Ph.D., Vice President, USF World
•	 Sayandeb Basu, Ph.D., Director, USF O�ce of National Scholars 
•	 Rodney Kite-Powell, Director, Touchton Map Library, Tampa Bay History Center
•	 Joseph McAuli�e, Educational Programming Manager, USF Osher Lifelong Learning Institute 



UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA is a global research university dedicated to student 
success and is recognized as one of only three “Preeminent State Research Universities” by the Florida Board of 
Governors. USF attracts high caliber international students from more than 145 countries and sends more than 
2,000 students abroad annually. In 2019, USF  received the Institute of International Education (IIE)  Andrew Heiskell 
Award for Innovation in International Education for ensuring access and equity among students participating in 
study abroad opportunities. USF continues to be Top Producer of student and /or faculty Fulbright Scholars. In 
2023, USF became the first public university in Florida in nearly 40 years to be invited to join the Association 
of  American Universities, a prestigious group of the leading universities in the United States and Canada. 



USF LEADERSHIP

Rhea Law is the president of the University of South Florida, 
serving more than 50,000 students. She has deep ties 
within the USF community. She earned an undergraduate 
degree in management from USF, putting herself through 
school while working as the university research project 
administrator for the O�ce of Sponsored Research. She is 
one of the founding members of the USF Board of Trustees, 
where she spent five years as vice chair and four years as 
the first (and only) female chair, contributing significantly 
to USF’s growth and evolution as a Research 1 public 
university. Law is also a member of the USF President’s 
Council Society which honors donors who have made a 





Dr. Brandon McLeod, Ph.D. has nearly fifteen years of progressive experience in higher 
education as an administrator, advisor, instructor, and immigration o�cer. He loves working 
with, and learning from, the diverse international community and is always looking for 
opportunities to promote and engage in internationalism. He has taught students from more 
than 60 countries and advised students and scholars from over 95. His doctorate is in Higher 
Education from the University of Mississippi with a graduate minor in Applied Statistics.  
(Full bio here)

Dr. Darlene DeMarie earned a Ph.D. in Developmental Psychology from the University of Florida. 
She researches children’s memory development, with emphasis on the strategies children use 
for learning new information. She also uses photography with preschool and elementary school 
children as a way to reveal their school experiences through their own eyes. From 2007 to 2009, 
Dr. DeMarie was a Fulbright Scholar at the University of Limpopo, located in the northern, rural 
part of South Africa. There she co-created a child care center that currently enrolls 52 children 
between ages 2 and 6. She also was a Fulbright Scholar in Hungary from 2019 to 2020 and 
has previously conducted professional development for teachers in South Africa, India, and 
Jamaica. (Full bio here)

SPEAKER BIOS  
IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE (CONTINUED)

As a Land Development & Zoning attorney at Stearns Weaver Miller, Ronald helped transform and 
develop the landscape of Tampa over the past 40 years. He worked on countless city landmarks 
that spurred growth and drew people to the area, including the 1905 federal courthouse 
conversion into a four-star hotel, five regional malls, a dozen industrial parks, four downtown 
high-rises, four Westshore and Rocky Point mid-rises, numerous condominiums, apartments, 
mixed-use buildings and hotels, and a�ordable housing projects throughout Tampa Bay.  
(Full bio here)

Don Clark often can be found promoting OLLI-USF at fairs and expos around town. 
He enjoys sharing his discoveries of the well known and the unique from around 
Tampa Bay. Mr. Clark has led “Discover Tampa Bay” courses for OLLI-USF since 2002.  
(Full bio here)

RONALD WEAVER, SHAREHOLDER , STEARNS WEAVER MILLER 
WEISSLER ALHADEFF & SITTERSON

DON CLARK, INSTRUCTOR, USF OSHER LIFELONG LEARNING 
INSTITUTE

DARLENE DEMARIE, PH.D., USF FACULTY FULBRIGHT ADVISOR, 
PROFESSOR,USF COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 

BRANDON MCLEOD, PH.D, SARASOTA-MANATEE CAMPUS DIRECTOR, USF 
WORLD



WHAT IS THE FULBRIGHT 
ASSOCIATION?

In 1976, the Board of Foreign Scholarships (now the J. 
William Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board) convened 



•	 September 8th - Tour of Tampa Bay Theatre and History
•	 October 13th - Tour of the Dr. Anthony L. Gri�on Research Library and Learning Lab, and Art Gallery
•	 November 16th  - Lunch with Georgian Scholars pre-Global Studies Panel Event
•	 December 2nd - Kosovar Cultural Evening and Wine Tasting
•	 December 29th - Holiday Lights Tour of Hyde Park

MID-FLORIDA CHAPTER of The  
fulbright Association 

Dates and times are tentative. Members of the Mid-Florida Chapter of the Fulbright Association  will re-
ceive email invitations with registration details for each event. Members or Visiting Fulbright Students/
Scholars can attend for free or for a minimum charge.  Guests pay for events. For more information, contact 

President Mark Lane-Holbert (mholbert@usf.edu).


