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naturally rough (R) or mucoid (M). Repeated cultures 
may be necessary to detect B. canis. 

Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) assays are available 
in some laboratories. 

Samples to collect 
B. canis is zoonotic; samples should be collected 

and handled with all appropriate precautions. 
Blood cultures are often used to detect B. canis. Bac-

teremia usually develops two to four weeks after infec-
tion, and can persist in some dogs for up to five years and 



Brucella canis 

Last Updated: June 2007 © 2007 CFSPH page 4 of 4 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. 
Manual for the Recognition of Exotic Diseases of Live-
stock, A Reference Guide for Animal Health Staff.  
http://www.spc.int/rahs/ 

Public Health Agency of Canada. Material Safety  
Data Sheets 
http://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/msds-ftss/index.html 

The Merck Manual 
http://www.merck.com/pubs/mmanual/ 

The Merck Veterinary Manual 
http://www.merckvetmanual.com/mvm/index.jsp 
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