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Welcome everyone, and congratulations to the Summer Class of 2023! 

 
Today is a momentous occasion for our graduates, and before we get started, 

I’d like to take a moment to recognize the friends and families who are here in 

the audience. Will you please join me in giving a big round of applause to 

those who have helped you get to where you are today?  

 



Through each of these roles, I’ve had a front row seat to our university’s 

transformation from a small commuter school to a world-renowned research 

institution. It’s undeniable that USF has seen remarkable growth and change 

over the years — a feat that is truly uncommon for a university of our size to 

achieve in a relatively short period of time.  





I encourage you to reflect on the remarkable history of your alma mater 

because it’s a reflection of you, our extraordinary students.  

 

USF is a place for trailblazers who aim to push the boundaries of their 

potential. For those committed to pursuing excellence in everything they do. 

For those who are unafraid to ask questions, explore new ideas — and think 

bigger.  

 

It’s often said that the sky is the limit — but why limit yourself to the sky?  

Graduates of our great university have gone on to achieve incredible feats — 

such as performing on Broadway, competing in the Olympics, and leading 

missions to space taken in NASA’s most powerful rocket. We even have a 

graduate-turned-faculty member who recently broke the world record for 

consecutive number of days spent living underwater!  

 

Always remember — think bigger. Keep asking 



Allow me to share with you a few more reasons why you should be very proud 

of the university where you have earned your degree.  
 

This year, USF achieved its highest position ever in U.S. News & World 

Report’s annual ranking of the best colleges in America. This marks the fourth 

consecutive year that our university has ranked in the nation’s top 50 public 

universities and the first time we’ve broken into the top 100 among all public 

and private universities. USF is on the rise, and we are not slowing down!  

 

Our university is a resource that fuels the talent pipeline and advances the 

economic development of our region and our state. USF is proud to be among 

the state’s top-performing institutions and to lead the way in preparing 

students for careers in high-demand fields, filling the talent pipeline for 

employers in our region, and driving our state’s economy.   

 

And we are incredibly proud of our student body, which includes a diverse 

representation of students from all walks of life. In fact, our study abroad 

programs and international student enrollment have earned USF national 

recognition as one of the best institutions for global engagement among its 

students. 

 

As you move into this next chapter of your lives, I encourage you to draw from 

the courage and curiosity you have developed during your time at USF. The 

world you are entering will continue to undergo enormous shifts — and what 

once seemed pre-determined by others is now flexible and open to change.  

 



As USF graduates, YOU are our future, and it is you who will define what 

tomorrow looks like. Remember, there are no limits to what you can 

accomplish if you continue to believe in yourselves. 

 

And wherever your journey in life takes you, I want you to always carry a 

sense of pride in the diploma you have worked so diligently to earn through 

your academic excellence in the classroom, the laboratories, the recital halls, 

and the library — where many of you have, no doubt, spent countless hours 

burning the midnight oil. 

 

Each of you will go down different paths — whether it’s starting your career, 

attending graduate school, serving in the military, or pursuing other life goals 

— but you are united through your alma mater. You are all USF Bulls. 

 

This weekend, our university will award more than 2,400 degrees across three 

ceremonies to a graduating class representing 36 states and 71 nations.  

 

In closing, I’d like to take a moment to share some points of pride that make 

YOU, our summer class of 2023 so special… 

 

Your cohort features 19 undergraduate students who have been named King 

O’Neal Scholars; a title reserved for those who graduate with a perfect 4.0 

GPA. 
 

And we are proud to support 85 student veterans who are earning their 

degrees this weekend. Collectively, these graduates possess a combined 

grade point average of 3.39! We also have 12 graduates who, through USF’s 



ROTC program, will be commissioned into the U.S. armed forces as officers. 

 


