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Welcome everyone, and congratulations to the Spring Class of 2023! 

Before we get started, I’d like to take a moment to recognize 



For many of you, you’re the first in your family to do so. In fact, 

approximately 1 in 4 of our university’s students are first-generation — the 

first person in their immediate family to attend college. I was also one of 

those students. I was the first in my family to go to university and I had big 

dreams for the future.  

Now, it took some time and a lot of effort. I spent 10 years working toward 

my bachelor’s degree while supporting myself as an employee in USF’s 

Office of Sponsored Research. But I kept at it because I wanted that 

degree. I knew my education would be something I could hold on to for the 

rest of my life — 



another. The adoption of these fresh approaches has required creative 

problem-solving and new ways of thinking about the world around us. 

Your time at the University of South Florida has provided you with the 

knowledge and skills needed to think critically, develop new ideas, and 

solve problems of the future.  

As USF graduates, you are prepared to build the bridge to a brighter future. 

I urge you to keep pursuing your goals and to never underestimate 

yourselves. 

Remember that you can accomplish anything you set your mind to. 

Continue to ask yourself, “What’s possible, and how can we make it 

happen?” The answers you uncover might surprise you — in a good way. 

What I love about the University of South Florida is that across our three 

campuses, you’ll find pockets of knowledge where you can learn more 

about anything that sparks your curiosity — if you’re willing to put the work 

in to make it happen.  

Our university’s history of unleashing innovation is what’s fueled our 

upward trajectory — and it’s resulted in the creation of hundreds of 

inventions, academic programs, student organizations, and so many other 

valuable contributions to our society. 



As you all have experienced throughout your time as students, USF has 

seen transformative change over the years – a feat that is truly uncommon 

for a university of our size to achieve in a relatively short period of time.



As you all move into this next stage of your lives, I encourage you to draw 

from the courage and curiosity you have developed during your time at 

USF. The world you are entering will continue to undergo enormous shifts 

— and what once seemed pre-determined by others is now flexible and 

open to change.  

And as USF graduates, YOU are our future, and it is you who will define 

what tomorrow looks like.  

Ahead of you lies a bright future full of boundless possibilities. I encourage 

you to always remember your why and to hold onto your passion for 

pursuing new knowledge. Be a lifelong learner and push the boundaries of 

your potential. 

Wherever this next chapter takes you, I also want you to always carry a 

sense of pride in the diploma you have worked so diligently to earn through 

your academic excellence in the classroom, the laboratories, the recital 

halls, and the library — where many of you have, no doubt, spent countless 

hours burning the midnight oil. 

Each of you will go down different paths — whether it be starting your 

career, attending graduate school, serving in the military, or pursuing other 

life goals — but you are united through your alma mater. You are all USF 

Bulls. 



With more than 7,100 degrees conferred this weekend, our spring 

Commencement ceremonies span over three days and nine total 

ceremonies. 

In closing, I’d like to share with you some points of pride that make YOU, 

our spring class of 2023 so special… 

Your cohort includes graduates representing 46 states and 98 countries! 

We are also proud to support 211 student veterans who are earning their 

degrees this weekend. Collectively, these graduates possess a combined 

grade point average of 3.58! 

Our youngest graduate, who is earning a bachelor’s degree in criminology, 

is just 17 years old, and our oldest graduate, who is earning a bachelor’s 

degree in interdisciplinary social sciences, is 74 years young. 

Your graduating class is a shining example of our incredible Bulls 

community. Each of you is ambitious, resilient, and determined to build a 

better world. And by graduating from the University of South Florida, you’ve 

proven that you can accomplish anything you set your mind to. 

While your time as a student might be over — at least for now — the world 

is at your fingertips. It is my greatest honor to welcome you to the USF 

alumni family and to wish you all the best in your very bright futures. 

On behalf of the University of South Florida’s faculty, staff, trustees, and 



hundreds of thousands of alumni from around the world, I congratulate 

each of you on reaching this tremendous milestone.  

Share your pride, stay connected, and as always — Go Bulls! 


