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Qualifying Exam Doctoralstudents must pass a qualifying exam no later tbae semester following
completionof 48 creditsof courseworkbeyonda Z o }@edgree At minimum,the examwill include

a written dissertation proposal and oral defense by the dissertation committee. A written exam in the
area of concentration may also be requird@oor performance on the qualifying exam based on the
judgmentof the committeemayresultin the studentfailingthe exam.If a studentdoesnot passonthe

first attempt, they may requesin writing to repeatthe exam. Studentswho fail the secondtime will be
dismissed by the program.

PublicationRequirement- Thedepartmentrequiresthat all doctoralstudentshaveapaperacceptedo

a peer reviewed journal or conference. Please discuss this with your advisor early as it can take six
months or more to receive reviesomments back from a journal. Many faculty members in the
department require their students to have more than one paper ategp
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*If the MSCHlegreewascompletedat USF¢ore orelective class requirements might already be met
(e.g., CGN 6311C: Intro to Data Science farl@H)ese cases, credits can be substituted with elective
courses to meet the credit requirement of the PhD program.

Notesfor the GPD:
Major Professosignature Date
GraduateProgramDirectorsignt. Date
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