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Youth ages 15–17 

Drank 
alcohol: 

35% 

Used 
marijuana: 

14% 

Sold drugs: 
12% 

Youth ages 12–14 

Drank 
alcohol: 

11% 

Used marijuana: 
4% 

Sold drugs: 
3% 

Drank alcohol and used marijuana: 3% Drank alcohol and used marijuana: 12% 
Drank alcohol and sold drugs: 2% Drank alcohol and sold drugs: 9% 
Used marijuana and sold drugs: 2% Used marijuana and sold drugs: 7% 
Drank alcohol, used marijuana, and sold drugs: 1% Drank alcohol, used marijuana, and sold drugs: 6% 

◆ Youth in the older age group (15–17) were more likely than those in the younger age group (12–14) to report drinking alcohol, 
using marijuana, or selling drugs. 

◆ Across age groups, there was substantial overlap of drinking alcohol, using marijuana, and selling drugs. 

The majority of marijuana users and drug sellers also drank alcohol, regardless of age group 

Substance-related behaviors 
were correlated with other 
problem behaviors 
NLSY97 gathered data on a number of dif­
ferent problem behaviors. As indicated in 
the accompanying table, substance use 
was associated with a range of other prob­
lems. Across all behaviors listed, and for 
both the younger and the older age groups, 
there were significant differences between 
the problem behavior levels reported by 
users and nonusers. For example, 31% of 
youth ages 12–14 who drank alcohol and 
18% who did not drink alcohol reported 
having been suspended from school, and 
21% of 15–17-year-olds who had used 
marijuana during the previous 30 days also 
said they had been arrested during the pre­
vious year, as opposed to 5% of those who 
had not used marijuana in the previous 30 
days. 

Higher levels of problem behaviors and delinquency appeared 
among substance users, across age groups 

Drank alcohol Used marijuana Sold drugs 
30 days 30 days ever 

Behavior No Yes No Yes No Yes 
Youth ages 12–14 
Suspended from school 18% 31% 19% 46% 19% 55% 
Vandalize property 13 37 14 50 14 56 
Major theft 2 11 2 20 2 27 
Attack/assault 8 28 9 36 9 53 
Belong to a gang 1 7 1 16 1 18 
Carry handgun 4 12 4 20 4 25 
Arrested 2 8 3 15 2 22 
Youth ages 15–17 
Suspended from school 27% 38% 27% 52% 27% 63% 
Vandalize property 10 23 11 33 11 40 
Major theft 3 10 4 17 3 23 
Attack/assault 8 21 10 29 9 37 
Belong to a gang 1 5 1 9 1 12 
Carry handgun 4 10 5 15 5 18 
Arrested 5 12 5 21 5 26 

Notes: The timeframe for “Suspended from school” was ever; for the other items, it was the 
past 12 months. The value in the “Yes” column differs significantly (p<.05) from the value in 
the “No” column for all column pairs within substance behavior and age groups. 
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There was significantly less overlap of drug selling, alcohol use, and marijuana use among African American 
youth than among white or Hispanic youth 

White youth 
ages 12–17 

Drank 
alcohol: 

26% 

Used 
marijuana: 

10% 

Sold 
drugs: 

8% 

Drank alcohol and used marijuana: 8% Drank alcohol and used marijuana: 5% Drank alcohol and used marijuana: 7% 
Drank alcohol and sold drugs: 6% Drank alcohol and sold drugs: 2% Drank alcohol and sold drugs: 5% 
Used marijuana and sold drugs: 5% Used marijuana and sold drugs: 2% Used marijuana and sold drugs: 4% 
Drank alcohol, used marijuana, and Drank alcohol, used marijuana, and Drank alcohol, used marijuana, and 

sold drugs: 4% sold drugs: 2% sold drugs: 4% 

◆ Both white and Hispanic youth were significantly more likely than African American youth to report any substance-related behavior 
(29%, 26%, and 19%, respectively); whites and Hispanics were both more likely than African Americans to report drinking alcohol; 
whites were more likely than African Americans to report either marijuana use or drug selling. 

Note: Racial categories do not include persons of Hispanic ethnicity. Youth of Hispanic ethnicity may be of any race. 
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Among marijuana users, 81% also drank alcohol, 45% sold drugs, and 39% did both 

Race/ethnicity 
All youth Age group Gender Non-Hispanic Non-Hispanic 

Behavior ages 12–17 12–14 15–17 Male Female White African American Hispanic 
Used marijuana 9% 4%a 14%b 10%a 9%a 10%a 7%b 9%ab 

Youth who reported 
marijuana use 

Marijuana only 12 20a 10b 13a 12a 10a 22b 14ab 

Drank alcohol 81 74a 83b 79a 84a 84a 68b 80a 

Sold drugs 45 39a 47a 51a 38b 47a 35a 47a 

Drank alcohol and sold drugs 39 33a 40a 42a 34a 41a 25b 40a 

Youth who did not report 
marijuana use 

Drank alcohol 17 9a 27b 17a 17a 20a 10b 16c 

Sold drugs 4 2a 6b 5a 3b 4a 4a 4a 

Drank alcohol and sold drugs 2 1a 3b 2a 1a 2a 1b 2a 

a, b, c Cell entries with different superscripts within age, sex, or race subsamples are significantly different at p<.05. 

Note: Racial categories do not include persons of Hispanic ethnicity. Youth of Hispanic ethnicity may be of any race. 

◆ In general, a greater proportion of marijuana users than nonusers reported drinking alcohol and selling drugs. More specifically, 
compared with marijuana users, youth ages 12–17 who did not use marijuana were far less likely to drink alcohol (17% vs. 81%) 
or sell drugs (4% vs. 45%). This general distinction between marijuana users and nonusers held for youth regardless of age 
group, gender, or race/ethnicity. 

◆ For marijuana nonusers, older youth (ages 15–17) were more likely than younger youth (ages 12–14) to drink alcohol or sell 
drugs. Similarly, for marijuana users, a greater proportion of older youth than younger youth reported drinking alcohol (83% vs. 
74%). In contrast, the proportions of older and younger marijuana users who reported selling drugs (47% vs. 39%) were not sta­
tistically different. 

◆ For youth who reported using marijuana, similar proportions of males and females reported drinking alcohol (79% vs. 84%), 
although males were more likely to report selling drugs (51% vs. 38%). A similar pattern held for those who said they did not use 
marijuana, although their levels of drinking alcohol and selling drugs were substantially lower than those of marijuana users. 

◆ For youth who reported using marijuana, statistically equal proportions of white, African American, and Hispanic youth reported 
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