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DEPARTMENT MISSION

Our mission is to advance communication among people from diverse backgrounds in any of the
languages and communication forms they use: speech and hearing, reading and writing, signing
and cueing, and alternative forms of communication by:
e Advancing research to increase the scientific understanding of communication among people
with and without communication disorders.
o Educating and mentoring scientists, clinicians, and students to provide evidence-based
practices that are individualized to people’s abilities and needs.
o Developing culturally and linguistically relevant and sensitive practices.
e Operating state-of-the-art teaching clinics that provide high-quality diagnostic and treatment
services to diverse populations.
e Advocating for and raising awareness of the communication needs, accessibility needs, and
the rights of Deaf people and of those with speech, language, and hearing disorders.
e Becoming globally recognized for generating, disseminating, and applying knowledge in
research, teaching, and clinical practice.
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW
The Ph.D. program in
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methods to assess auditory processing before and after treatment.

Bob Lutfi - Professor, Ph.D., Loyola University of Chicago, 1980
Dr. Lutfi's research focuses on human auditory perception. He is particularly interested
in how one's ability to detect and recognize complex sounds is affected by both lawful
and random variation in sound, as occurs in nature. A goal of his research is the
development of mathematical models for predicting detection and recognition
performance under various3 610.45 TmO ¢
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Catherine L. Rogers - Associate Professor, Ph.D.; Indiana University, 1997
Dr. Rogers’s research focuses on the perception and production of speech by bilinguals
and second language learners and on
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ACADEMIC PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

COURSEWORK
See the USF Graduate Catalog for a complete description of course requirements.

Coursework for the Ph.D. program for students with a graduate degree consists of a minimum
of 42 credit hours.

Core coursework in the department (9 cr):

SPA 7807 Critical Analysis and Synthesis of Literature in CSD (3)
SPA 7XXX Classic and Contemporary Topics in in CSD (3)
SPA 7497 Proseminar in CSD (2)

SPA 6804 Practicum in Teaching Foundations (1)

Tools of research: 4 courses (12 cr minimum)
Directed Research (9 cr minimum)
Dissertation (12 cr minimum)

Students pursuing the Ph.D. without previous graduate study require 30 additional hours of
graduate course work (minimum total of 72 credits required for Ph.D. degree).

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS

Students in the Ph.D. program must demonstrate the research skills necessary to pursue an
independent research career. In addition to course requirements, Ph.D. students complete the
following research-related activities.

1. Pre-dissertation research project: A completed research project that demonstrates
understanding of the research enterprise must be completed before applying for
candidacy. This research is typically completed as part of the directed research activities
with the student’s primary mentor. Students with documented previous research
experience, such as a publication, Master’s thesis, or Audiology Doctoral Project may
petition to have this requirement waived.

2. Qualifying exam: To advance to dissertation candidacy, the student completes a
qualifying exam. The qualifying exam may consist of (a) a written grant proposal or (b)

a comprehensive written exam along with an oral presentation/defense. The nature and
format of the proposal is determined by the student and prospective dissertation
committee.

3. Dissertation: The dissertation consists of a written research document describing a
novel program of research and an oral defense. In the Department of Communication
Disorders, the dissertation may follow a traditional chapter format or a multiple-article

14



Ph.D. Student Handbook | 2023-2024

format. The research plan and format of the dissertation is determineP reW"hBT/F5 11 Tf1 00 1 381.65 686
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RESEARCH PREPARATION: PRE-DISSERTATION PROJECT

As described in the Graduate Catalog, students are required to complete a pre-dissertation
research project before applying for candidacy. The pre-dissertation project is designed to
provide students with research experience before embarking on the dissertation project.

In some

20
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DoCTORAL COMMITTEE COMPOSITION

1. The student will establish the Doctoral Committee when ready, typically near the end of
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and must be submitted to the Ph.D. Program Director at least 30 days prior to the proposal due
date.

(b) OPTION 2: Comprehensive Examination - Take Home

The comprehensive examination consists of a written examination. Together the student and
the Doctoral Committee will select four topics (one from advisor and three from the remaining
committee members) for
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discuss with the Ph.D. program director and the Department Chair on whether the
student should be dismissed from the program or given the opportunity to re-take the
qualifying examination.

The Committee will evaluate the student’s written examination and oral presentation
and understanding of the topic area using the rubric described below. Any deficiencies
will be discussed by the committee and the student may be required to revise and
repeat the examination and presentation. If revisions are required, the committee will
meet with the student to provide feedback. If the

24
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ADMISSION INTO DOCTORAL CANDIDACY

1. The USF Graduate Catalog stipulates that students may not be admitted to candidacy
until a Doctoral Committee has been appointed, and the Committee has certified that the
student has successfully completed the qualifying examination and demonstrated the
qualifications necessary to successfully complete requirements for the degree.

2. To be admitted into doctoral candidacy, students must also meet the following course
requirements:

a. Completion of the “substantial majority” of required coursework (no more than
9 credits remaining, and it is anticipated that those 9 credits will be completed
the first semester that the student is admitted to candidacy)
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3. The oral proposal defense can only be scheduled after the Candidate has completed

a. all course requirements (other than dissertation credits) required for the
degree.

b. afinal draft

23
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Students may also choose the option of collating multiple original manuscripts with a unifying
introduction and discussion. In the event that a student chooses to pursue the multiple-paper
approach to the dissertation, the following steps are required:

1. The Doctoral Committee will follow the same procedures outlined in this handbook for
selection and approval of topic and defense of proposal.

2. The Doctoral Committee will decide whether the dissertation will require two or three
(or more) papers. The papers must be related to each other and together should reflect
an internally coherent theme.

3. At least two of

24
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revisions are required, the Dissertation Defense will be delayed until the revisions are
completed and approved by the Committee.

9. Inorder to obtain final approval for the

25
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required, the Dissertation Defense will thus be delayed until the revisions are completed
and approved by the Committee.

3. After the Doctoral Committee has determined that the final draft of the
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FELLOWSHIP AND
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