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The USF Graduate Catalog provides the principal authority for all policies affecting 
students; however, some policies set forth in the Graduate Catalog only represent minimum 
requirements of the State of Florida or the University.  The Student Handbook is meant to be a 
supplement to the Graduate Catalog providing program requirements that may exceed the 

https://catalog.usf.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=15&poid=6154&returnto=2116
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The USF Academic Environment  

USF is located within a community that provides a natural laboratory for the study of 
aging.  There is a history of outstanding programs in aging at USF, and a number of 
departments, centers, laboratories, and other units have concentrations in aging studies.  The 
College of Behavioral and Community Sciences houses the School of Aging Studies, which 
established the first master's degree in gerontology in 1967, started undergraduate B.A. and B.S. 
degrees more than thirty years ago, and houses the Interdisciplinary Ph.D. program in Aging 
Studies, which began in 1994.  The School of Aging Studies consists of faculty members with 
training in gerontology, sociology, psychology, economics, public policy, and human 
development.  The School of Aging Studies includes the Florida Policy Exchange Center on 
Aging, which conducts policy related research, training, and demonstration projects.  It provides 
a unique opportunity to transmit policy information directly to Florida government officials. The 
Training Academy on Aging, a program within the Policy Exchange Center, provides an array 
of educational programs for persons engaged in the delivery of services to older adults.  

As one of the Florida universities with a public medical school, USF has a strong focus 
on biomedical research. The College of Medicine is the home to academic divisions of Geriatric 
Medicine and Geriatric Psychiatry, as well as the Memory Disorder Clinic.  USF’s focus on 
biomedical research in Alzheimer’s disease includes the USF Health Byrd Alzheimer’s Center 
and Research Institute and the Center for Aging and Brain Repair.  The Senior Adult Oncology 
Program is housed at the Moffitt Cancer Center and Research Institute. The College of Nursing 
has faculty with strong interests in gerontological nursing, training the next generation of nurses 
who will specialize in the health needs of an aging population.  The Center for Hospice, 
Palliative Care and End-of-Life Studies supports research and education focused on important 
issues for terminally ill patients and their caregivers. The College of Public Health houses aging 
studies faculty in the Departments of Community and Family Health, Epidemiology and 
Biostatistics, Health Policy and Management, and Environmental and Occupational Health. The 
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute offers many educational opportunities for older adults living 
in the Tampa Bay area, including a highly successful Senior Net program.    
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M.A. in Gerontology  

The School of Aging Studies offers the M.A. in Gerontology, with an optional internship 
program.  In addition to completing a required core curriculum, students may select gerontology 
courses suited to their particular interests.  All students in the M.A. in Gerontology program 
must pass a capstone project prior to graduating.  

Course Requirements  

For students in entering the program from Fall 2018 through Spring 2020:  

The M.A. degree requires the satisfactory completion of 30 credit hours of course work, 15 
hours of which must include core courses.    

Core Courses (15 Credits, required of all students)  

GEY 5476 Program Evaluation in an Aging Society (3)  
GEY 6600 Human Development and Aging (3)  
GEY 6613 Physical Change and Aging (3)  
GEY 6626 Health, Ethnicity, and Aging (3)  
GEY 6910 Directed Research - M. A. Capstone (3)  

Elective Courses (15 Credits)  

GEY 5504 Assisted Living Facility Management (3)  
GEY 5630 Economics and Aging (3)  
GEY 6206 Family Caregiving in Aging & Chronic Illness (3)  
GEY 6222 Elder Abuse Assessment and Intervention (3)  
GEY 6614 Aging and Mental Disorders (3)  
GEY 6616 Geriatric Assessment and Care Planning (3)  
GEY 6617 Gerontological Counseling Theories and Practice (3)  
GEY 5501 Health Care Operations in LTC (3)  
GEY 5642 Perspectives on Death and Dying (3)  
GEY 6321 Gerontological Case Management (3)  
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M.A. Gerontology Advising Tracking Form Fall 2018 through Spring 2020  

The M.A. Program Advising Form is given to all students upon beginning the program 
for planning purposes. It helps each student view course options and make decisions regarding 
timing of coursework.   

 
Required Core Courses (12 credits) (online)   

 Semester 
Completed  

Semester In-
Progress  

Future  

GEY 5476 Program Evaluation in an Aging 
Society  

   

GEY 6600 Human Development and Aging     

GEY 6613 Physical Change and Aging     

GEY 6626 Health, Ethnicity, and Aging     

Elective Courses (15 credits; choose 5 classes)   

 Semester 
Completed  

Semester In-
Progress  

Future  

GEY 5504 Assisted Living Facility Mgment     

GEY 5630 Economics of Aging     

GEY 5642 Perspectives on Death and Dying     

GEY 6206 Family Caregiving/Aging & 
Chron. Ill  

   

GEY 6222 Elder Abuse Assess & 
Intervention  

   

GEY 6614 Aging and Mental Disorders     

GEY 6616 Geriatric Assessment and Care 
Planning 

   

GEY 6617 Geront. Counseling/Theory 
Practice   

   

GEY 6901 Directed Readings in 
Gerontology  

   

GEY 5501 Health Care Operations in LTC*     

GEY 6321 Gerontological Case 
Management*  
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GEY 6607 Alzheimer’s Disease 
Management*  

   

Required Capstone Experience (3 credits; 1 class)
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Academic Performance  

Masters students must ma
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USF Information Technology  

USF Academic Computing is the main campus support for computer and Canvas issues.  
A current list of USF supported hardware and software is available for your review here: 
https://www.usf.edu/innovative-education/resources/studentservices/technical-requirements.aspx 
You are also advised to periodically check the website to make sure your device and its software 
are updated for optimal performance.  

You are required to activate and use your USF student email for USF-related 
correspondence. Your USF email will be your USFNETID@usf.edu Please see for more 
information:  https://www.usf.edu/registrar/services/usfid.aspx You are also required to check 
your USF email and should get in the habit of doing so.  M.A. program-specific emails will be 
sent to that account, and you are responsible for checking it on a regular basis.   

MS Teams  

Microsoft Teams is available for all active students. MS Teams combines persistent chat 
rooms, video/voice, file sharing, meetings, and many other features into one application. Teams 
is beneficial for meetings, class sessions, and remote communications. We recommend using it 
for any conversational or video conferencing application. For training, help, and how to access 
MS Teams, you will go here: https://www.usf.edu/it/documentation/office365/microsoft-
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USF Student Resources  

The following table includes a list of University of South Florida resources that may be 
helpful to both online students and those residing in the Tampa area.   

 

University Offices  Website  Phone Number  

The School of Aging Studies 
Website - Details about faculty and 
how to contact them, information 
about recent graduates and alumni, 
and general knowledge about the 
various programs available within 
the School of Aging Studies.  

https://www.usf.edu/cbcs/ aging-studies/ (813) 974-2414 

University Scholarships and  
Financial Aid Services Office - 
Information about the different 
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USF Graduate Student Life 
Guide – Offers helpful information 
about USF, student services, and the 
Tampa area.   

https://www.usf.edu/graduate- 
studies/documents/usf-graduatestudent-life-

guide.pdf   

 



 
 

 

 


