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Comprehensive Examination Guidelines 

A good comprehensive examination answer should exhibit strength in three areas. 

Conceptual Skills 

�x Relevant theories are identified and used as support, where appropriate. 
�x Recognizes current state of knowledge and theory in a broad area of research, 

distinguishing between what is known and what would be desirable to know 
�x Provides careful consideration of would take to address current gaps in the literature. 
�x When appropriate, answer goes beyond information in clinical psychology. Because most 

problems do not respect disciplinary boundaries, good answers integrate across areas  
These areas might be animal work, cognitive psychology, social psychology, 
neuroscience, computer science… even meteorology if your math is really that good.  
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