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PUBLICATIONS  
 
Books 
 
Leon-Boys, D. (2023) Princesa of the Periphery: Disney’s Flexible Latina Girl. Rutgers  

University Press.  
 
*2023 Bonnie Ritter Award for Outstanding Feminist Book, National Communication 
Association 
*2024 Book of the Year Award, Latina/Latino Communication Studies Division and La 
Raza Caucus, National Communication Association 
*2024 Book of the Year Award, Critical and Cultural Communication Studies Division 
(CCSD), National Communication Association 
 
Reviews: 

 
Henson, B. (2023). [Review of book Elena, Princesa of the Periphery: Disney’s Flexible  

Latina Girl] by Diana Leon-Boys. Feminist Pedagogy. 3(5), Article 8.  
 
Edited Books 
 
Báez, J., Leon-Boys, D., and Valdivia, A.N. (Eds.). (Fall 2025) Quinceañeras: Latinidades &  

Girlhood in Popular Culture. University of Illinois Press.   
  
Journal Articles (Peer Reviewed) 
 
Galarza, L. & Leon-Boys, D. (2023). Young Jane as citizen-in-transition: Analyzing  

Girlhood and Citizenship in Jane the Virgin. Communication and Race. 1(1), 1-19. 
 
Leon-

F





https://www.latinxproject.nyu.edu/intervenxions/star-wars-
https://www.latinxproject.nyu.edu/intervenxions/star-wars-
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2021-2023 Latina/o/x Media Studies (COM 4931), Assistant Professor, Spring 2021, Spring  

2022, Spring 2023, Department of Communication, Tampa, FL 
 
2021-2022 Girls’ Media and Cultural Studies (COM 4931), Assistant Professor, 
  Fall 2021, Fall 2022, Department of Communication, Tampa, FL 
 
2020-2021 Disney and the Politics of Popular Culture (COM 4931), Assistant  

Professor, Fall 2020, Spring 2021, Fall 2021, Department of Communication, 
Tampa, FL 

 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign  
 
2020 Introduction to Latina/Latino Studies (LLS 100) Instructor of Record, Summer 

2020, Department of Latina/Latino Studies, Urbana-Champaign, IL 
 
2019  Race, Gender, and Power (GWS 201) Instructor of Record, Fall 2019,  

Department of Gender and Women’s Studies, Urbana-Champaign, IL  
 
Introduction to Latina/Latino Studies (LLS 100) Instructor of Record, Summer 
2019, Department of Latina of Latina/Latino Studies, Urbana-Champaign, IL 

    
Introduction to Media Studies (MACS 101) Instructor of Record, Spring 2019, 

  Media and Cinema Studies, Urbana-Champaign, IL 
 
2016-2019  Research Assistant, Prof. Angharad N. Valdivia  
  Project: The Gender of Latinidad book, Urbana-Champaign, IL 
 
2018 Race, Gender, and the Body (LLS 387) Instructor of Record, Fall 2018, 

Department of Latina/Latino Studies, Urbana-Champaign, IL 
 
2016- 2018      Graduate Mentor, Office of Minority Student Affairs, 

 Urbana-Champaign, IL 
    
2015- 2017      Graduate Academic Coach, Irwin Academics Center,

 B
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2011-2012 Public Speaking (C&J 130) Instructor of Record: Aristotelian Approach, 

Department of Communication and Journalism, Albuquerque, NM 
 
GRADUATE STUDENT COMMITTEES 
 
Camille Ruiz Mangual, Master’s Student, Department of Communication, University of South 
Florida, “Analyzing Latina/x Identity in One Day at a Time.” Thesis Defended Spring 2021. 
 
Spencer Margulies, Master’s Student, Department of Communication, University of South 
Florida, “Identity Formation Within Liminal Spaces.” Thesis Defended Spring 2021.  
 
Deana Marshall, Mater’s Student, Department of Communication, University of South Florida, 
“Latinx High School Students and Smart Phone Use.” Comprehensive Exams Defended Fall 
2022.  
 
Zane Willard, Master’s Student, Department of Communication, University of South Florida, 
“Queen of the Mother-Tucking (Western) World”: Authenticity and Nationality on Drag Race.” 
Thesis Defended Spring 2023. 
 
Camille Ruiz Mangual, Doctoral Student, Advisee, Department of Communication, University of 
South Florida, Topic: Latinx Citizenship Negotiations through Audience Studies and Textual 
Analysis. Dissertation Proposal Defended Summer 2024. 
 
Kailin Regutti, Doctoral Student, Department of Communication, University of South Florida, 
Topic: Disney and Mental Health Discourses. Dissertation Proposal Defended Spring 2024. 
 
Sandra Roa, Doctoral Student, Department of Communication, University of South Florida, 
Topic: Personal Narrative of First Generation Latinx Immigrants through Ethnography and Art- 
based Research. Dissertation Proposal Defended Fall 2024. 
 
Noemi Nuñez, Doctoral Student, Texts and Technology Department, University of Central 
Florida, Topic: Exploring Latina Perspectives on Identity and Representation in Disney’s 
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Humanities Institute Faculty Fellowship (2024-2025). Co-PI. Project Title: 

 Democratic Violence in Latin America 
 
2023 Bonnie Ritter Award for Outstanding Feminist Book, National Communication 

Association, Elena, Princesa of the Periphery: Disney’s Flexible Latina Girl 
 

Top Paper Award, National Communication Association, Latina/o 
Communication Studies Division, "Jane the Girl-Citizen-in-Transition: Girlhood 
and Familial Citizenship in Jane the Virgin" 

 
2022 2021/2022 Outstanding Undergraduate Teaching Award, University of South 

Florida 
 
2021 Humanities Institute Faculty Fellowship (2021-2022). Co-PI. Project Title:  
 Humanities Interventions in Contemporary Violence. Not funded 
 

Humanities Institute Summer Grant, Funding for the book project: Elena, 
Princesa of the Periphery: Disney’s Flexible Latina Girl, University of South 
Florida ($5,000) 

 
2020 Outstanding Dissertation Award, Critical Cultural Studies Division, National 

Communication Association 
 

Latinx Congratulatory Graduate Student Leadership Award, University of Illinois, 
 Urbana-Champaign 
 
2019-2020 Teacher Ranked as Excellent by their Students for Fall 2019, University of 

Illinois, Urbana-Champaign 
 
University of Illinois Institute of Communications Research Block Grant 
Fellowship (highly competitive one-
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2019 Popular Culture and Communication for Survival in Latinx Contexts. National  
 Communication Association. Baltimore, MD. November 
 

Disney’s Contemporary Latinx Animation: Latin America or U.S. Latinidad? National 
Communication Association. Baltimore, MD. November 
 
Disney Girls: Disney Channel’s U.S. Latina and Disney Junior’s Latinoamericana. 
2019 Ethnicity, Race, and Indigenous Peoples Conference. Spokane, WA. September 
 
Elena of Avalor: Girl Power or Domesticity? Kentucky Gender and Women’s Studies 

 2019 Conference. Lexington, KY. September 
 
Disney’s Digital Toy Marketing Addresses Latinxs. International Communication 
Association. Washington, D.C. May 

 
From Flexible Latin American-ness to Specific Mexicanidad: Disney’s Use of Strategic 
Ambiguity. International Girls Studies Association. Notre Dame, IN. February 

 
2018 A Latina Princess Ready to Rule: The (Ethnic) Production of Elena of Avalor. 
 National Communication Association. Salt Lake City, UT. November 
 

Mamá PhD: Panel discussion. National Communication Association. Salt Lake City,  
 UT. November  
 

María Jesús Alvarado Rivera, Intersectional Feminism, and Trump’s Abortion Ban  
 For Girls in Immigration Custody. National Communication Association
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Mistaken Motherhood: Language as Identity Marker.  Latina/o Studies Association. 
Pasadena, CA. July 

 
2011 Positive Latina Portrayals?: Complexities in LaGuerta’s Portrayal on Showtime’s 

Dexter. Eighth International Congress of Qualitative Inquiry. Urbana-Champaign, IL. 
May 

 
2010 Latina Bodies: Hollywood Fairytale? Latinidad and Hybridity in Lingerie and Swimwear 

Ads. National Communication Association. San Francisco, CA. November 
 

Broken Bridges: Activism and the Academy: Panel discussion. National Communication 
Association. San Francisco, CA. November 

 
INVITED LECTURES, TALKS, SEMINARS, AND INSTITUTES 
 
2024 Critical Perspectives: Digital Ethnographies and Theme Parks. Invited Lecture to 

Theories and Histories of Communication graduate seminar (COM 6001). University 
 of South Florida. November 
 

A Conversation with Diana Leon-Boys: Disney, Childhood, Latinidad, and the Princesa 
of the Periphery. Invited Lecture to Communication and Identity graduate seminar.  

 University of South Florida. April 
 
Latinidad on the Periphery: The Location of the Eternal Foreigners Through a Popular 

 Culture Analysis. Keynote Speaker for the Borderlands Symposium. Southwestern 
University. March 

 
2023 Re
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2021 Outstanding Dissertation Award Committee Member, Critical Cultural Studies 

Division, National Communication Association 
 
2020 Outstanding Book Award Committee Member, Critical Cultural Studies Division, 

National Communication Association 
 

International Journal of Communication, Manuscript Reviewer 
 
2020 Journal of Children and Media, Manuscript Reviewer 
 
2020 Comunicación y Medios, Manuscript Reviewer 
 
2019-Present International Girlhood Studies Association, Postgraduate Research 

Representative 
 
2019-2021 Latina/o Communication Studies Division and La Raza Caucus of the National 

Communication Association, Secretary 
 
2018-Present Latina/o Communication Studies Division and La Raza Caucus of the National 

Communication Association, Submission Reviewer, Panel Proposals 
 
2017-2020 Feminist Media Studies, Manuscript Reviewer 
 
2018-Present Latina/o Communication Studies Division and La Raza Caucus of the National 

Communication Association, Member 
 
2018-2021 Latina/o Communication Studies Division and La Raza Caucus of the National 

Communication Association, Chair, Conference Panels 
 
2017-2018 Women’s Studies Quarterly, Manuscript Reviewer 
 
University of South Florida 
 
2024  Holistic Mentor/Mentee Program Faculty Mentor, College of Arts and Sciences 
 

Undergraduate Committee, Department of Communication 
 
  Committee Member, Assistant Professor Search, Health Communication  

Campaigns and Disparities with Computational Methods, Department of 
Communication 

 
2020-Present  Critical Thinking Assessment Report Committee for annual assessment of  

Department student learning outcomes, Department of Communication 
 
2022-Present Executive Committee, Department of Communication, Faculty Representative 
 

Faculty Advisory Board, Institute for the Study of Latin America and the 
Caribbean (ISLAC)   
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2022-2023 Graduate Committee Faculty Representative 
 
2020- 2021  Faculty Senate Member 
 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
 
2019-2020 Graduate Student Representative for the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
   

Strategic Planning Committee (Promoting Diversity and Inclusion Task Force), 
  University of Illinois, Urbana-
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MEDIA 
 
Interviewed and quoted by Cristina Escobar for Refinery29’s “Latine Teen Shows Keep 
Getting Canceled & It’s Hurting Young People” May 11, 2023.  
 
Interviewed and quoted by Cristina Escobar for POPSUGAR’s “Why it Matters that Latina 
Goths are Getting their Moment in ‘Wednesday’” November 23, 2022.  
 


