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USF Chemistry NEWS 
News of Interest to 

Friends of the Department of Chemistry

http://chemistry.usf.edu/faculty/kdaniel/
http://chemistry.usf.edu/faculty/kfields/
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Tenure news 
 

Two Department of Chemistry faculty 

members were granted tenure. 

 
Professor James Leahy  (B.S.’84; Ph.D.’90)  

joined the USF faculty in 2012. He is also a 

member of CDDI (The Florida Center of 

Excellence for Drug Discovery and 

Innovation), and he has a courtesy 

appointment in the Department of Molecular 

Medicine in the Morsani College of 

Medicine.  

 

Associate professor Juan Del Valle joined   

 

       
 Dr. Leahy  Dr. Del Valle  

 

 

the Department in 2015 having previously 

been  at Moffitt Cancer Center and research 

Institute (2010-2015). 

 

 
Cover honors 
 
Until comparatively recently, major journals 

such as the Journal of the American 

Chemical Society had covers that were a dull 

gray.  

 

Then, covers became colorful featuring a 

portion of a significant paper from inside the 

journal.  This year Department faculty had 

covers on issues of four significant journals. 
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Geoffrey Gray (Dr. Arjan van der Vaart) 

Tamalia Julien   (Dr. Julie Harmon) 

 

 
  Dr. Gray     Dr. Julien 

 

 

Ankush Kanwar  (Dr.James Leahy) 

Matthew Knestrick (Dr. Bill Baker) 

 

            
Dr. Kanwar  Dr. Knestrick 

 

Chavis Stackhouse (Dr. Shengqian Ma) 

 

                 

         Dr. Stackhouse 

 

 

Masters Graduates 

Mussie Gide (MS) (Dr. Jianfeng Cai) 
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Masters Graduates  

 

Selam Hagos  (Dr. Bill Baker) 

Allison Mercer  (Dr. Jennifer Lewis) 

 

              
          

   Ms. Hagos       Ms. Mercer 

 

Deno Shuniak   (Dr. Scott Lewis ) 

Caitlin Zumalt   (Dr. Jeffrey Raker) 

 

        
Mr. Shuniak  Ms. Zumalt 

 

 

Out and About… 
             
 

FAME Meeting. 

The annual meeting of the FAME was held 

at Innisbrook Resort May 3-5. This is an 

annual gathering of Florida chemists and 

others to give and hear professional papers 

and view posters.  

 

Five students received best poster awards for 

their area of chemistry. Two were from 

USF. 

 

          
       Mr, Filosa (2nd from left) 

       Ms. Le (far right) 

Mr. Alexander Filosa is an undergraduate 

working in Dr. Xiaoping Li’s research 

group. Ms. Ying Le is a member of Dr. 

Xiadong (Michael) Shi’s research group.      
 

Tampa Bay ACS Awards Banquet  

The banquet was held on Wednesday, May 

8th, on the 7th floor of the Interdisciplinary 

Science Center at USF.  

The dinner honored both outstanding middle 

school and high school students who 

performed well at their county STEM Fair 
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As Purdue University President Mitch 

Daniels noted in a news release, “The name 

proved appealing to our various stakeholders 

–most importantly prospective students.” 
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Karissa N. Budnack 

Matthew Ray Casto 

Daniel Cruz-Ramirez de Arellano, Ph.D. 

Juan R. Del Valle, Ph.D. 

Theresa Evans-Nguyen, Ph.D. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kimberly Bliss Fields, Ph.D. 

Jhon Figueroa, Ph.D. 

Ioannis Gelis, Ph.D. 

Wayne Guida, Ph.D. 

Ryan L. Jahn 

Kaitlyn C. Kroner 

Ushiri Kumarihamy Kulatunga, Ph.D. 
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universities who credit faculty members 

who patent inventions and create startups. 

                     
                      Dr.Sanberg 

The information appeared  in Science [vol 

360, issue 6388 p.570]. USF senior 
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Abbreviations 
 

ACS (American Chemical Society) 

 

CAS College of Arts and Sciences

http://chemistry.usf.edu/
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News: 

 

mailto:dfmartin@usf.edu
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